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 Date:  Tuesday May  2 , 2014 
Where: at the gym  
 Time: 8: 30 am  
Grades:  Kinder, first , and second 

grade  
 Three  students  per class  



 

Spelling Bee News 

  
 To qualify to participate in the 

Spanish Spelling Bee, a speller 
should have participated in and 
won preliminary bee(s)at his/ her 
own school or class. 

 The students will compete in each 
level as indicated below.  

 Nivel 1 – single and double 
syllables  

 Nivel 2 –Three syllables words 

 Nivel 3 –Three and four syllables 
words, accents, and capitals  

 Nivel 4 – Three and four syllables 
words, accents, capitals, and 
diéresis 

  Nivel 5- Challenge words 
containing four, five and six 
syllables, accents, and capitals.  

 A master list of spelling words to 
be used at the Spanish Spelling Bee  
will be available  at Fronteras 
school website. 
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Guidelines 

 All the words used for the spelling 
competition will be taken from and 
can be found in the various sources 
such as The Real Academia 
dictionary, Diccionario abreviado 
del español actual,  el diccionario 
práctico del estudiante, or a Spanish 
dictionary of the same quality.  

 

 

 

 

   

 The contestant will be given 0ne 
minute to spell the word. 

 The Judges will circle words spelled 
incorrectly on their master list. 
These words may be used at the 
end of a competitive level if 
additional words are still needed. 
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Judges will disqualify a speller from the 
competition who: 

 Refuses a request to start spelling; 

 Does not approach the microphone when it 
is time to receive the words; 

 Engages in inappropriate conduct; 

 Alters the letters or sequence of letters from 
those first uttered in the process of retracing 
a spelling; or utters unintelligible or 
nonsense sounds in the process of spelling.  

A speller will not be disqualified for: 

Failing to pronounce the words either 
before or after spelling it; or asking a 
question. 

 



 Judges will uphold the rules and 
determinate whether or not words are 
spelled correctly. 

 

The judges are in full control of the 
competition. Their decision is final, 
except in case of a serious error. In such a 
case, the Pronouncer will intervene and 
along with the judges will make a final 
decision. 



 

Rules 

 
* Spellers must face the judges and utter each 
letter distinctly and with sufficient volume to 
be understood by the judges. 

 
* Spellers should pronounce the word before 
and after spelling, but they will not be 
disqualified for failing to pronounce the word 
either before or after spelling. 

 
 
* Each speller will receive his/her own words 
to spell, regardless of whether the previous 
participant spells the word correctly or not. 
 
* A speller may only ask for a word to be 
repeated one time. 

 
* The pronouncer may repeat the word in the 
sentence in which it was used. 
 
 
 
 
 

 * There is a 15 second rule at this spelling 
bee. If a speller chooses to write the 
word, a wipe off slate will be provided. 
S/he will have no more than 15 seconds 
to write the word before spelling. 
 

 * The oral spelling must be correct and 
complete. Accent marks must be 
mentioned. 
 

 * After starting to spell the word, a 
speller can stop and start over, first 
repeating the word then retracing the 
spelling from the beginning. In retracing, 
there can be no change of letters or their 
sequence from those first pronounced. 
 

 * The speller may not change the spelling 
of the word to correct a perceived error 
the second time. 

 



 

Two Finalists 

 
 Upon incorrectly spelling a word, the speller shall 

immediately be eliminated. 

 Speller A spells a word incorrectly;  Speller B spells the  
same word. 

 If  Speller B spells the same word incorrectly, the 
competition continues with the next word on the list 
given to the first speller. 

 If  Speller B spells the same word correctly, h/ she must 
spell the next word correctly in order to be declared the 
winner. 

 If  Speller B spells the same word correctly, but 
misspells the next word on the list, the misspelled word 
goes back to Speller A. 

 This continues until one of the two remaining spellers 
correctly spells two consecutive words. 



Question or 
Objection? 

 

In the event that a question or objection arises 
regarding the spelling of a word, the lead judge 
or the pronouncer may pause the competition. 
A question or objection must be stated before 
the next speller receives a word.  

 

No question or objection will be allowed after 
the new word has been given to the subsequent 
speller. 

  



 

Clarification guide for the Names 
of Special Letters and Sounds 

Letter: / Clarification  

B: be larga, or be grande 

Q: cu 

R :ere  

V: uve, or ve corta, or ve 
chica 

W: doble u, or doble v 

Y: i griega, or ye  

Z: zeta 

Ñ: eñe 

 

 

 

Accented vowel / name of 
vowel with accent  

á:      a acentuada, or a con 
acento. 

é :     e acentuada, or e con 
acento. 

í :     i acentuada, or i con 
acento. 

ó  :    o acentuada, or o con 
acento. 

ú:     u acentuada, or u con 
acento. 
 



 

Clarification Guide 

Dieresis:                Name of vowel with dieresis  

 ü                                  u con dieresis or u con dos puntos. 

 
Digraphs               Name of Digraphs 
Ch                          ce hache, or che  
LL                          ele, or elle, or doble ele 
RR                         ere ere, or doble ere 



Thank you so much for helping with this very 
special day. We appreciate your  willingness to 

support the acquisition and practice of Spanish in 
our school. 

 

PÁSALA BIEN  


